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The UN Climate
Conference concluded in

Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia
on December 15" with an
agreement to negotiate,
by 2009, a new pact that
will replace the 1997
Kyoto Protocol. EU and
US delegates debated
right up to the final hours
of the two-week
conference over a
European proposal to set
ambitious targets for
cutting the emissions of
industrial nations by 25-
40% below 1990 levels by
2020.

UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon described

the agreed ‘Bali Roadmap’
as "the beginning, not the
end". The upcoming two
years of talks could
determine for years to
come how effectively the
world will be able to cut
emissions of the
greenhouse gases blamed
for global warming.

Bikes versus jets

Over 10,000 delegates
(including a large
contingent of emissions
trading lobbyists and a
selection of Hollywood
celebrities) from nearly
190 countries attended
the conference. The large
number of additional

private charter flights
exceeded the carrying
capacity of Bali's Ngurah
Rai International Airport
and additional parking
space had to be found for
them elsewhere. To help
offset the (conservatively
estimated) 47,000 tonnes
of carbon dioxide created
by the 12-day event, 120
buses and 200 bicycles
were laid on.

Initially 700 bicycles were
planned, “but some
parties cancelled their
delivery”, according to the
Jakarta Post. Perhaps
some people were being
naughty.
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HOW MANY EMISSIONS TO TALK
CLIMATE CHANGE?

The Global Alliance for Ecomobility was launched in Bali on December
10™. A cross-sectoral partnership between business interests,
governmental agencies, cyclists’ federations and policy think-tanks, the
Alliance says it aims to promote integrated and sustainable transport.
Car manufacturers are also represented, by the FIA Foundation.

The United Nations,
together with the
International Council for
Local Environmental
Initiatives, invited the
bicycle industry to
participate in the new
Global Alliance for
EcoMobility, which was
launched at the UN
Climate Conference in
Bali on December 10th.

The proposal was also
discussed at the 2007
Eurobike Trade Show in
August where bike
industry leaders were
briefed on "the vision,
goals and actions of this
all important lobby
platform that will have the
status to partner with
organisations like the
United Nations, the World
Bank and the World
Health Organization" for

the promotion of bike use.

The initiative is reportedly
part of a UN strategy to
partner with relevant
industry sectors to

facilitate transformation to
a Low Carbon Society, as
well as an attempt to
convince politicians at
different levels about the
significance of bicycle use
when it comes to lowering
CO2 emissions.

According to their website
(www.ecomobility.org) the
Global Alliance for
EcoMobility is a cross-
sectoral partnership for
the integrated promotion
of walking, cycling,
“wheeling” and
“passenging” (use of
public transport).

According to Hans van
Vliet, Corporate
Communications Director
of Shimano Europe,
"riding a bicycle is the
perfect solution for micro
mobility in the developed
world, and it also
contributes to the space
we need in congested
cities. Seeing the bicycle
as a potential option in the

low carbon society debate
should not be a discussion
point, it is simply a fact."

Other bike business
partners in the Alliance
include major
manufacturers Giant, Trek
and the Accell Group
(whose brands include
Batavus, Koga-Miyata and
Lapierre), bicycle industry
trade associations, cyclist
representative bodies
(European Cyclists'
Federation, Bicycle
Federation of Australia,
League of American
Bicyclists) and transport
policy institutes.

One potentially
controversial partner is the
FIA Foundation for the
Automobile and Society, a
car industry lobby group
that has been accused of
promoting its commercial
interests ahead of
sustainable transport
initiatives and effective
road safety policies.
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Pat Gormley

Occupation
Proprietor of Designer Swap Shop, Bridge Mills, Galway.

Bicycle
Gekko Folding Bike. Bought in Mountain Trail Bike Shop for €290.

Why this bike?

It pops into the boot of my car or behind the back seat, and it also fits neatly behind a
rail in my shop during the day.

Why cycle?

| save on parking costs and | avoid parking tickets and the clampers.

Typical commute
| park the car in Salthill and cycle to work. It takes me 15-20 minutes on this bike (the
small wheels give me a good workout).

Advantages
Exercise and fresh air, plus the satisfaction of sailing past those traffic hold-ups.

Disadvantages
None really. My running costs are effectively nil and | dress for the weather.

Observations about cycling in Galway
Some motorists drive too close to the kerb so that when they are stopped in traffic
they allow no space for cyclists between car and kerb.

Advice to would-be cyclists

Go for it!
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From Flann O Brien’s The Third Policeman
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